
 
 
 

This section is still under 
construction L 

	
I’m	still	working	on	creating	a	packet	to	be	able	to	equip	you	to	advocate!	However,	in	the	
meantime	please	visit	https://diedre14.wixsite.com/berlin/about-berlin	to	learn	the	statistics	
and	start	sharing	about	the	issue.		
Also,	you	can	participate	in	Dressember	to	raise	support	and	awareness.	Below	you	can	find	
more	information.		
	 	



Thank you for your participation in Dressember!	
	
Through	your	commitment	you	are	raising	awareness	of	modern	day	slavery	and	the	fight	
against	it.	Please	wear	a	dress	or	skirt	every	day	of	December	and	post	a	picture	to	social	media	
(Instagram,	Facebook,	and/or	Twitter)	along	with	a	fact	about	human	trafficking.	Below	you	will	
find	facts	and	stories,	please	use	them	to	raise	awareness	of	this	issue	specific	to	Berlin.	I	will	
also	post	some	other	facts	about	trafficking	in	general	and	on	a	global	scale.	Please	also	post	in	
your	IG	description	or	in	the	post	every	day	the	following	link:	
https://my.efca.org/NetCommunity/SSLPage.aspx?pid=359&des=Haupt-2055		
Also	have	friends	join	you!	Create	and	excitement	and	buzz!	The	more	that	people	participate,	
the	more	awareness	we	can	raise!	
	
For	more	information,	you	can	also	direct	people	to	my	website	(please	do	this	on	a	personal	
level	not	a	public	one):	https://diedre14.wixsite.com/berlin		If	anyone	wants	to	contact	me	
directly	you	can	give	them	my	email,	Diedre.haupt@efca.org	or	number	3302093332.	
	
Although	I	will	not	be	posting	to	social	media	because	of	the	sensitivity	of	my	work,	I	will	be	
joining	you	in	wearing	a	dress	every	day.	I	appreciate	so	much,	your	willingness	to	participate	
and	to	help	raise	awareness	and	funds	for	this	ministry	work	in	Berlin!	
	
Facts	(There	are	more	facts	and	stories	here	than	days	of	Dec.	You	can	choose	what	to	post	and	
the	order	to	post	them	in):	
	

• In	2002	Germany	legalized	prostitution	and	brothels	
• Currently,	sex	work	in	Germany	is	a	$17.5	billion	industry	
• One	of	the	most	frequently	driven	Taxi	routes	from	Tegel,	Berlin’s	airport,	is	directly	to	

the	largest	brothel	in	Berlin	
• Berlin	has	over	600	Legal	Brothels	
• According	to	the	UN,	Germany	is	a	top	destination	of	Human	Trafficking	
• Although	prostitution	is	legal,	very	few	women	register	as	a	prostitute	in	the	legal	

system.	If	she	is	not	registered,	then	the	work	she	is	doing	is	illegal	
• Police	checks	of	the	women	are	virtually	ineffective,	the	women	are	more	afraid	of	the	

police	since	most	of	them	are	in	the	country	illegally	
• In	Berlin,	prostitution	happens	all	over,	but	there	are	two	areas	where	it	is	most	known.	

One	is	“classier”	with	German	women	who	are	all	owned	by	pimps.	The	second	is	known	
as	for	poor	prostitution,	where	most	of	the	girls	are	from	eastern	Europe	or	are	German	
women	with	a	bad	drug	addiction.		

• Many	women	are	forced	into	prostitution	because	of	a	lack	of	other	options	for	income	
and	the	need	to	provide	for	their	children.		

• Many	women	are	tricked	by	a	“lover	boy”	into	prostitution.	This	is	a	man	who	seeks	out	
a	vulnerable	woman	and	builds	a	relationship	with	her	and	makes	her	feel	like	he	loves	
her.	Then	asks	her	to	move	somewhere	(very	often	Berlin)	to	work	and	raise	money	for	
them	to	get	married.	Once	in	Berlin	he	then	tells	her	she	needs	to	work	in	prostitution	



to	make	them	money.	Typically,	because	she	is	so	desperate	for	love,	she	does	whatever	
he	asks,	even	as	he	takes	her	money	and	abuses	her.		

• The	term	prostitute	is	no	longer	correct,	to	honor	the	person	and	validate	that	they	are	
also	human,	person	first	language	is	best,	aka	a	woman/person	in	prostitution	

• Women	are	typically	trafficked	to	Berlin	from	Eastern	European	countries,	specifically	
Romania,	Bulgaria,	and	Hungry,	but	women	are	brought	from	all	around	the	world.	

• It	is	very	common	that	a	woman	who	has	been	trafficked	or	is	in	prostitution	grew	up	in	
a	broken	and	abusive	home.	This	leads	to	low	self-esteem	and	a	broken	view	of	their	
own	worth.	It	also	means	a	lack	of	any	sort	of	support	network	or	community	to	help	
them.	

• 75%	of	prostituted	women	were	abused	as	a	child	
• On	average	a	runaway	child	will	be	approached	by	sex	traffickers	or	solicited	for	sex	

within	about	72	hours	of	being	on	the	streets	
• In	the	US,	Sex	Trafficking	Victims	can	call	the	National	Human	Trafficking	Hotline	1-888-

373-7888	
• There	is	an	estimated	42,000,000	prostituted	people	around	the	world	
• The	church	needs	to	be	involved	in	the	fight	against	human	trafficking!	Every	state	has	

different	anti-trafficking	organizations,	encourage	your	church	to	get	involved	both	
regionally	and	globally.	The	church	can	have	great	impact	in	all	areas,	prevention,	
intervention,	and	aftercare.	(To	learn	more	about	this	please	contact	me	so	I	can	
connect	you	with	my	friend	Diedre).	

	
	
Facts	from	Polaris	Project:	https://polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/facts	and	
https://polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/sex-trafficking		

• The International Labor Organization estimates that there are 20.9 million victims 
of human trafficking globally. 

o 68% of them are trapped in forced labor. 
o 26% of them are children. 
o 55% are women and girls. 

• The International Labor Organization estimates that forced labor and human 
trafficking is a $150 billion industry worldwide. 

• The U.S. Department of Labor has identified 139 goods from 75 countries made 
by forced and child labor. 

• In 2016, an estimated 1 out of 6 endangered runaways reported to the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children were likely child sex trafficking victims. 

o Of those, 86% were in the care of social services or foster care when they 
ran. 

• Globally, the International Labor Organization estimates that there are 4.5 
million people trapped in forced sexual exploitation globally. 

• Sex trafficking is a form of modern slavery that exists throughout the United 
States and globally. 



• Sex traffickers use violence, threats, lies, debt bondage, and other forms of 
coercion to compel adults and children to engage in commercial sex acts against 
their will. Under U.S. federal law, any minor under the age of 18 years induced 
into commercial sex is a victim of sex trafficking—regardless of whether or not 
the trafficker used force, fraud, or coercion. 

• The situations that sex trafficking victims face vary dramatically. Many victims 
become romantically involved with someone who then forces or manipulates 
them into prostitution. Others are lured in with false promises of a job, such as 
modeling or dancing. Some are forced to sell sex by their parents or other family 
members. They may be involved in a trafficking situation for a few days or weeks, 
or may remain in the same trafficking situation for years. 

• Victims of sex trafficking can be U.S. citizens, foreign nationals, women, men, 
children, and LGBTQ individuals. Vulnerable populations are frequently targeted 
by traffickers, including runaway and homeless youth, as well as victims of 
domestic violence, sexual assault, war, or social discrimination. 

• Sex trafficking occurs in a range of venues including fake massage businesses, 
via online ads or escort services, in residential brothels, on the street or at truck 
stops, or at hotels and motels. 

	
Stories	of	different	women	in	Berlin:	
	

• Sissy	grew	up	in	Bulgaria	but	went	to	Berlin	because	of	a	man	she	loved	and	he	claimed	
to	love	her.	Once	in	Berlin	though,	the	only	way	she	could	make	money	for	them	was	
through	prostitution.	Shortly	after	starting	in	prostitution,	she	also	got	involved	with	
drugs.	For	the	last	5	years	she	has	been	drug	addicted,	she	has	tried	several	times	to	
quit	but	always	relapses.	Half	a	year	ago	she	got	pregnant,	but	not	even	this	was	enough	
to	convince	her	to	quit,	although	she	did	try.	The	drugs	have	affected	her	judgement	so	
much	that	now	she	can’t	solve	problems	or	make	decisions.		

• Bee	was	adopted	by	a	German	family	before	she	was	even	5,	but	by	the	time	she	was	a	
young	teen,	her	adoptive	father	sold	her	into	prostitution.	Now,	a	woman	in	her	50s,	it	
is	all	she	has	ever	known,	until	3	years	ago.	After	a	long	process	of	developing	
relationships	with	the	workers	at	a	Christian	Drop-in-Center	and	learning	to	trust	them,	
she	started	to	realize	that	she	was	worthy	and	capable	of	more.	Now	she	works	in	a	
nursing	home,	helping	with	laundry	and	food	prep	and	she	knows	who	Jesus	is	and	is	
searching	for	Him	in	her	own	life.		

• Brittany	grew	up	in	the	German	foster	care	system,	bouncing	from	group	homes	to	
families,	therefore	she	never	knew	what	it	was	like	to	be	loved.	As	a	teenager,	she	
started	doing	drugs	as	a	means	of	numbing	her	feelings	of	abandonment.	Soon	after	she	
turned	to	prostitution	as	a	mean	of	feeding	her	drug	habit.		

• Valerie,	a	German	girl,	dropped	out	of	high	school	and	turned	to	drugs	and	prostitution.	
She	abused	herself	and	was	abused	like	this	for	many	years,	because	of	this,	she	now	
has	many	different	psychological	disorders,	the	worst	being	schizophrenia.	Now	in	her	



30s,	she	has	sought	out	help	and	is	no	longer	drug	addicted	and	is	working	on	getting	
her	GED.	She	still	turns	to	the	street	though	for	supplemental	income.		

• Emily	came	to	Berlin	from	Romania	to	work	in	prostitution.	She	would	work	to	send	
money	back	to	her	mother	who	was	taking	care	of	Emily’s	children.	Emily	desired	
nothing	more	than	to	have	her	2	children	in	Berlin	with	her.	She	was	able	to	bring	them	
to	Berlin	but	her	children	knew	next	to	no	German.	Not	even	half	a	year	after	being	in	
Berlin,	her	18-year-old	daughter	went	missing.	Emily	reported	it	to	the	police	but	they	
won’t	do	anything	because	she	is	of	legal	age.	Emily	hasn’t	heard	from	her	daughter	
since.	

If at any point you want more info about something or more stories, contact me and I will 
provide more.  

 

With much Gratitude, 

Diedre Haupt 

	


